
PO Box 6005  /  Binghamton, New York 13902-6005

NEWSLETTER / fall 10

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED



St
ud

en
t 

PR
OF

IL
E

CH
AI

R’
S 

M
ES

SA
GE

FE
ATU

R
E 

ST
OR

IE
S

The Thomas J. Watson School of Engineering and Applied 

Science is one of the fastest-growing engineering programs 

in the Northeast, with undergraduate enrollment increasing by 

over 30 percent in the last five years. To keep up with demand, 

Binghamton University is constructing a 125,000-square-foot 

Engineering and Science Building that will allow for expansion 

of engineering and computer science programs, and will spark 

innovation and regional growth through its suites for business 

start-ups and seven core state-of-the-art laboratories. 

Earlier this year, Gary Kunis ’73 honored his late father by 

donating $500,000 to name the Seymour Kunis Media Core, 

which will develop new 

methods 

of improving computer and network security. It was one of the 

many naming opportunities at various levels that will create 

endowments to fill the growing gap for equipment acquisition, 

leverage student excellence in research and academics, and 

enhance teaching quality and faculty retention.

“To ensure that the Watson School continues to grow and 

maintains a reputation for excellence, endowed funds are 

essential to strengthen our core, address new opportunities and 

ensure resources for strategic planning and innovation,” said 

Dean Hari Srihari. “This building, and generous donors like Mr. 

Kunis, will ensure that we can meet the challenges of the future 

with confidence.”

Meeting the future with confidence
Gary Kunis ’73 honors his father while supporting the Watson School’s growth

Over her 20 years at the helm, President Lois B. DeFleur transformed 

Binghamton University into one of the finest public universities in the 

country. Her vision grounded the University in the local community 

while opening it up to the world. 

To recognize her deep commitment to the University and the region 

and thank her for the extraordinary vision that has made Binghamton 

the internationally recognized University it is today, in April the campus 

community initiated the endowed Lois B. DeFleur Faculty Prize for 

Academic Achievement, which awards faculty members who work 

across disciplines and across boundaries on innovative topics affecting 

the international community. These numbers track the fund’s success.

Dollars Raised.......... $300,375
Received to Date....... $204,760
Number of Donors.... 255 
Number of Gifts........ 179

By Constituent

By the numbers

Alumni............ 61
Faculty/Staff/
Retirees.......... 48
Parents........... 1

Friends........... 41
DAF................. 1
Foundations/ 
Corporate....... 27
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breaking news   �
Subscribe to Inside, Binghamton University’s on-campus news service, and receive breaking news to 
your computer or mobile devce. Visit www.binghamton.edu/inside/index.php/subscribe.

Celebrating those who got us this far

Through the dedication of Binghamton University’s committed supporters, we have raised  

$85.3 million, which is nearly 90 percent of our goal. But that leave almost $10 million to raise.

Thank you to all who have given their time, their 

talents and their treasure to bring us so close to 

our goal — we’re nearly 90 percent there.

As of August 15, Bold.Brilliant.Binghamton — 

The Campaign for Binghamton University has 

received 70 gifts between $50,000 and $99,999, 

more than 50 gifts between $100,000 and 

$249,999, and 23 worth more than $250,000 each.

These striking numbers show the strong enthusiasm 

Binghamton University’s alumni and friends, people like you, 

have for providing an outstanding education to all with the desire 

and drive to better themselves and their lives, regardless of their 

economic situation. You have opened up access to a multitude 

of students by helping the Binghamton University Foundation 

establish and distribute thousands of scholarships since the 

beginning of the Bold.Brilliant.Binghamton 

Campaign.

These students thank you. You have truly made 

a difference in their lives.

But we still have further to go. With less than 

two years remaining in the campaign, we have just 

under $10 million yet to raise.

In this tough economic climate, fundraising can 

be challenging, but because of our supporters’ commitment, our 

numbers continue to rise. 

Please help us maintain our momentum as Binghamton 

University climbs its way to becoming the very best public 

university in the nation. 

 

Paul Turovsky ’73, Campaign Chair

John Smelcer

English graduate student is one of the most prolific writers in the program’s history

With the recent printing of his novel Edge of Nowhere, John Smelcer 

now has more than 40 books published in just about every genre 

imaginable: poetry, fiction, movie scripts, television scripts and 

plays. (“I haven’t written the romance, no Harlequins.”) 

Based loosely on a true story, his latest novel is about a young 

man who falls overboard from a commercial fishing boat during a 

storm in Prince William Sound, Alaska. Presumed drowned, he must 

make his way homeward, island by island, surviving off the land.

Smelcer knows Alaska well, growing up there with his 

grandmother in the Ahtna tribe, whose language is his lifelong 

passion — two of his books are dictionaries preserving the fading 

Ahtna and Alutiiq languages. 

“I’m constantly expanding them,” he says. “I go back and work 

with elders who still speak it, but none of them are very fluent 

and none of them can read or write it. As far as I know, I’m the 

last person in the world who can speak, read and write two native 

Alaska languages.”

Smelcer came to Binghamton on a Clifford D. Clark Fellowship, 

(which strives to increase participation of underrepresented 

minorities), two years after winning the school’s national Milt Kessler 

Poetry Book Award for Without Reservation. Last year he received a 

graduate student award for research. 

This year Smelcer is publishing three more books: The Indian 

Prophet (a bilingual poetry book), Tracks (poetry book), and 

Alaskan, a collection of short stories written over 28 years and 

edited in part by J. D. Salinger and James Michener.
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MAJOR GIFtS OutReACH COMMItteeCAMPAIGn eXeCutIve COMMIttee

Paul Turovsky ’73

Campaign Chair

Owen Pell ’80

Chair, Major Gifts Outreach 
Committee

William Baldwin ’85

Chair, Campaign Ambassadors

Mark Zurack ’78

 Foundation Board 
Representative

Anthony Kendall ’83

 Alumni Association Board 
Representative

Owen C. Pell ’80, Chair

 Lawyer, Partner, White & Case

Sheldon I. Goldfarb ’72

 Lawyer, General Counsel, 
RBS Americas

 

Keith L. Horn ’80

 Executive Operating Offi cer, 
Elliott Management Corp.

Patricia A. Saunders ’65

 Community Volunteer

Dr. Michael N. Needle ’81

 Associate Professor of Clinical 
Pediatrics, Columbia University 
Medical Center

Mark S. Newman ’71

 Chairman & CEO,
DRS Technologies

James W. Orband ’81

 Managing Partner, 
Hinman, Howard & Kattell

$86.1 MILLIOn RAISed / $95 MILLIOn tOtAL GOAL

$25,000,000 +

Siemens (UGS Corporation)

$5,000,000 - $9,999,999

Anonymous

$1,000,000 - $4,499,999

Christian Appalachian Project

Dr. G. Clifford & Florence B. Decker 
Foundation

$500,000 - $999,999

Helene Fuld Health Trust

Mr. Gary Kunis ’73

Mr. Ray Osterhout

Mrs. Wanda Osterhout 

$250,000 - $499,999

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Mr. Joseph W. Haleski ’88

Mrs. Katherine C. Haleski ’88

Estate of Leona S. Hine

A. Lindsay & Olive B. O’Connor Trust

Dr. Stephen David Ross

Ms. Jennifer Brink Schorr, MBA ’81

Mr. Lawrence J. Schorr ’75

Shamrock Five Foundation

Sodexo Campus Services

Estate of Benjamin R. Surovy, MS ’72

Mr. Howard D. Unger ’82

Mrs. Mindy S. Unger ’82

The Mark Zurack ’78 & Kathy Ferguson 
Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999

Anonymous (2)

Alpine Securities USVI, LLC

Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, Inc.

Ms. Chynna Baldwin

Mr. William E. Baldwin ’85

Dr. Bernard Bass * 

Mrs. Ruth Bass

Mr. Jay S. Benet ’74

Mrs. Jeanne P. Benet

Mr. Steven H. Bloom ’78

Mrs. Susan A. Bloom ’80 

Ms. Anita J. Borkenstein ’86 

Mr. Randall L. Borkenstein ’87

CIT Group Inc.

Mr. Mark L. Deutsch ’81

Estate of Bernice R. Dozorentz ’82,  
MA ’84

Leopold Eckler Scholarship Trust

Ernst & Young LLP

Mr. Carl T. Ernstrom ’61

Mrs. Rita Chirumbolo Ernstrom

Mr. Stephen Feehan, MBA ’90

Dr. Marilyn Gaddis Rose

Mr. Sheldon I. Goldfarb ’72

Mrs. Alison Goodman

Mr. Barry A. Goodman ’79

Ms. Linda J. Grabel ’71

Estate of Sidney S. Harcave

Edwin E. Hatch Foundation

Infor, Inc.

The Conrad and Virginia Klee Foundation

Mr. Burton I. Koffman 

Mrs. Ruthanne ’82, MA ’84

Roger L. Kresge Foundation

Mr. David Kushner ’70

Lee and Yum Foundation

Mr. Mitchell Lieberman ’80

Mrs. Susan Lieberman

Lockheed Martin Systems Integration

Mr. Robert S. Mancini ’80

Manley’s Mighty Mart LLC

National Mah Jongg League 
Foundation, Inc.

A. Lindsay & Olive B. O’Connor 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. James W. Orband ’81

Mrs. Theresa A. Orband

Mr. Owen Pell ’80

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Mr. Stanley J. Reifer ’64

Mrs. Susan M. Reifer ’65

Mrs. Patricia A. Saunders ’65

Mr. Paul Saunders

Mrs. Marilyn H. Schumann

Mr. Robert F. Schumann

Gertrude E. Skelly Charitable Foundation

Synergy Resources, LLC

Mrs. Eve B. Tucker ’85

Mr. Jeffrey S. Tucker ’84

Mr. Paul R. Turovksy ’73




